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CHAPTER L. most dragged my horse up alongside
— the cannon they had captured, and 1
“The Colored Troops Foaght Nobly.”| felt in my inmost heart that the ca-
1 : pacity of the negro raee for soldiers had
There was a great deal of feeling then amd there bLeen fully settled for-
nmions,' 'tf:m colored ﬂtr.wpu s tn.}lr,vwr_..
white officers over lé ovents at the - : .
tima of the Mine explogion, which ](-.[' Effcet on the White Soldiers,
to much bitter recrimination between Gen. Butler, in his “Butler's Book,”
the officers whenever they met in com-| tells us that in ordering this charge by
mon. For this reason Gen. Butler and | his colored troops he vielated for the
hizs officers were particularly anxious| first time a° rule of hiz own military
that the colored troops shonld make al|action. e never, he sive, made an as
good showing upon the oceasion of Bir-|sault without first carefully counting

.v‘ 1
R
~afijd

‘a?;

My white reghuents were always ner-
vous when standing in line flanked by
colored troops, lest the colored regi-
ments should give way, and they (the
white) be flanked. This fear was a
deep-reated one and r=-ead far and|
wide, and the negro hi > had no suffi-
clent opporiunity to demonstrate his
valor and his staving qualities as a sol-

dier, And the further cry was that the
negroz unever struck a good blow for
their own freedom. After the attack

on Newmarket Hights, in the Army of
the James, A negro regiment was looked |
upen the safest flanking regiment
that could be put in line.”

Honor for the Brave,

Butler required the fullest reportz fo
he made to him of the affair, carefully
picking out ail those of the colored
troops who had been at all conspicuous
by their bravery, and he ordered a
medal struck of the size, quality and
intrinsic value of those given by Queen
Victorix to the distinguished privates!
of the Crimean War. Gen. Butler wraota
to the historian, Lossing, with regard
to this:

“Never was 4 charge more gallantly
matrle or works more gplendidly carried, |
attho with very considerable loss, but!
the troops never faltered. Some of the|
companies, by the logs of their offivers,

as

|
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the cost he was likely to incur in the;
lives of hiz men, no matter what was to |
be gained by the success of the moye-{
ment, He Jooked @t the matter from!
its practieal as well as its humanitarian |
or sentimental side. Each man, he ar-
gued, had cost the Government on an
average of more than $3,000 in prepar-
ing him fer efficient service., and this

ney's assavlt on the works on New-
market Hights

Gen, Butier assigned 2,600 of his best
colored troops of the Eightsenth Corps,
under the best officers, to (% ~<ommand
of Brig.-Gen. Chas. Palne, for this work,
and these troops took the advance, They
pushed forward eagerly, but when they
ceame In front of the work they found
it defended by a troublesome marsh
covered with entangling briare and
vines and almost impenetrahle thickets
of alder. Beyond thls was a sluggish
brook, covering the whole front of the
work, and between this and the ram-
parts was the usual thick sabatis of
scrub plnes. The Confederates had
guessed at what the colummn was aiming
and were hurrying troops to lis defense.
Gen. Butler thus describes the gallant
edvance of the men:

“Crossing the brook, thelir lines broke
fn little digorder, the left of the divi-
#lons having plunged Into the mornss,
but the men struggling thru held thelr
guns above their hends ta keep them
dry. The énemy direcied its flre upon
them; but, as In all camses of firing
downwards from a fort, the fire was too

high. The leading battallon broke, but
fte Colonel maintained his position at
its head. Words of command were use-
lese, ar In the melee they could not be
heard; but calling his bugler to him,
the rally rang out, and at its call hi.‘!l
men formed around him. The division |
was at-once reformed, and then at
double-quick they dashed up to the‘

first iline of abatis. The axmen laid to, |
vigorously chopping out the ul-e.iru:‘-l
tion=. Many of them went down., Oth-
ers meized the axes, The encmy « n[‘.l"-h-I
trated thelr fire upon the head of the
column, It looked at one moment as it
it might melt awayv. The colors of the
first battalion went down, but instantly
they were up again, but with new color-

bearers. Waonderfully they managed to GIUTARDING A PONTOON BRII
brush aslde the abatis, and then at|

double-quick the reformed columnlthought Influenced his acllons
charged the second line of abatis. For-| largely. As a further explagation for!

able to remove that | this assault he says:
“Bui in the attack on
Hights I did deliberately

tunately they were
in a few minutes, but it seemed a long |
time to the Then, with a

Newmnrket
CXPOSE My

' b o 3
nokers=-on.

cheer and a vell that I can almost hear | men to the loss of greater numbers
now, they dashed vpon the fort. Buot!than 1 really believed the capture of
before they reached even the diteh, | the redoubt was worth, for if the ene-

g

which was not a4 formidable thing, the | my's lines at Fort Harrison were cap-

PIECE BECAME MIRED.

they were, then Newmarket
would have been evacuated
logs, for 1 do not know that
they were ever reocceupied by either
side afterwards during the war, Now
comes the Inguiry In the minds of re-
Hecting men: "Why make the attack?
Because it was to be done with my ne-
gro troops, ‘Are we to understand that
you would sacrifice your negro troops
where you would not vour white
troops? No; except for u great pur-
pose in behalfl of their race and in be-
half of the Union. From prejudice and
ignorance of thelr good qualities it was

THE LEADING

enemy ran away, and Jdid not stop until
they had run four miles, 1 believe,

“As I rode scross the brook and up
towards the fort ajong this line of
charge, some 80 feet wide and 300 or
400 vards long, there lay in my path
642 dead and wounded of my colored
comrades. And, as I gulded my horse
this way and that way, that his hoofs
might not profane their dead bodles, 1
swore to myself an oath, which I hope
and belikve I have kept sacredly, that
they and their race should be cared for
and protected by me to lhe extent of
my powers so long as I lived.

tured,
Hights
without

e an T TRanka)) . pirlnot veodly believed In aml out of the
X Dleir thely ranis brake, but it was to]army byon litary men, with f8 very fow
gather around their Genersl, They al-leaceptions, that the negroa would fight,

TY POINT, VA.

RSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1910.

—
L.

52— WHOLE NUMBER 153

s

>

THE

CAPITAL-ON

THE-POTONAC.

—_— - —

The President Working Hard Every Day—Democrats Come in to
Look Over the' Gréusd—Postal Reforms—The Electric Trust.

Sitting Down on

The Capital-by-the-Potémine bright-]
ens as the advent of the New . Near ap-
proaches. That day brings up the vis-
ion of a multitude of ecallers troaping |
under the cheerless trees of the White
House grounds on the annval visit ul'l
courtesy to the President. The very
mention of New Year's in Washington
conjures up the thought ¢f a hollday,
of the Marine Band playing crashing
martin]l music in the White House ves-|
tibule and of a long iine of Army and
Navy officers, Congressmei, officials nmlI
civilians marching In hy twos and
strageling out in groups.

Of course, an official town llke Wash-
fngton has many dates durlbg s tweifth-
month when [t pulls itself Logether and
tries to do its level best. That is the
dominant good resciution at the Fed-
eral Capital on New Year's. It will be|
the same next Monday, oniy a lUttle!
more so than usual. For there are ouly |
two months of full-fledged effort hefore|
Congress hies away, wherenpon the ¢ity
will lapse into a cessation from top-
notch activity for quite awhile,

Nowhere else in the country d%es one
find a city where the Yuletide season
{s one of so much lelsure. Not only is
Christmas a hollduy; a8 it Is thruout
the land, but New Yenr's Is also a holi-
day. The fact that both those events
fall upon Sunday this year makes no
diTerence. Both holidays have been
fixed for Monday, on which dsys the

deors of all the Departments und gov-
ernmental offices are shol fast 4nd no
wheel is turning. More than that, it is
the custom to allow in the Departments
# half-hollday preceding Christmas and
New Year's. That has ceused not the
glightest embarrassment ‘this season.
Last Saturday was given as a half-holl-
day before Christmas, anfl' there willl
alspo be a half-holiday this coming Sat-
urday as a preilminary to:New ¥Year's.
Therefore, it matters IMtle that most
of the lawmakers have gone home or
elgewhere to have their good time dur-
ing the= holidays. There are fully 30,.-
000 Government clerks and officials free
from work and workday éures for 356
hours, not counting the two Sundays,
Meny of them enjoy themselves. abont

were under the command of thelr col-

ored Sergeants only. and yvet were car-| |
As I could Eaf the ysar Is & jolly one Ly Washing-

ried forward in good order.

not promote these men to officers for|
their gallantry, and as Congress had |

made no provision for a medal to col-
ored troops, 1 (determined to have one
striuck, and designed the one you have,
gome 200 of which were afterward dis-

the ecity, which takes on a festal ap-
pearance not noted at any’ other time
of the year. Bo it is that the last week

ton, No one works overtime, and there
|ls a general storing up of energy for a
| good, hoard spurt after. the city's chimes
|have rung the pld year out and the New
Year In.

The President Sticking to His Desk,
Prealdent Taft is sticking very close
to the White House and its offices these
days. He Is really buekling down to
work ke a Trojan and giving little at-
tention to anything else. 'Secretary Nor-
ton hae “hiked” away to the Adiron-
dacke for the holidays, and is spendiang
his vacation in a camp, where he hupﬂai
to get ozone in quantities and plenty of
strength for the Winter tasks yvet ahead, |
Most every day the President stays In |
his office till well up to 6 or 7 o'clock, |
nnd Is finding time to wads thru greast
masses of documents and papers, some |
of which have been stacked up for a|
|Im:g thme awaiting his attention. I..:tue;
in the aflternoon he goes oul sometimes |
for a tramp, that belng about the only |
exercise he gets nowadays, There is
stil) much snow and lee an the ground
in the District of Columbja, and It is
not very good going under foot. That
does not discourage the President from
pedestrianism, altho he undertakes none

very tributed to these brave men—the only | The latter does not have to take his 50-

of the spectacular walking stunts, in-
cluding the scaling of eliffs in Rock
Creck Park, of which President Roose-
velt was fond at intervals

Capt. A. W. Butt, hig Army Aid, goes
with him on thoge walking expeditions,
Becretary Norton has accompanied tha
President very generally since he suc-
ceeded Mr., Carpenter. At Beverly he
even plaved golf with the Fresident
semi-occasionally, However, Mr. Nor-
ton & not long on vigurous exercise,
and the duty of going with the Presi-
| dent when he [s playing and bullding
| up muscie falls lnrgely 1o Capt. Butt

JGE ON THE JAMES RIVER.

e . iy . |mile walking test, as other Army offl-
ﬁ',[;;;"':;lﬁnI““'.":’-':e" L0 privats *'hm‘ml-ftm are doing now. e 3as wrlked
3 e {that and more with the President, his
Lee Attemptis to Retake Fort Harrison. | Commander-in-Chlef, durlig the last
Fort Harrison was so Important to|six months. There were daye and dars
the Confederacy that Lee made a des- | gt the Summer Capltal when they reeled
perate effort to retake it, messing for|off three, four or five miles on the golf
the work eome of hie best troops under | course and thought nothing of It.
Gens. Hoke and Field. A determined| Callers do not crowd the White House
assault was made by this force on Oct. office portals quite as thickly dur|ng

1, which was driven back with the loss
| of seven battle flags and such dlsastrous
effect upon Clingman's North Caroling
Brigade as to be almost its annihilation.

Gen, Kautz's Hard Luck,
3en. Kautz, covering our right flank,
| was trying to push his way up as near
Riehmond as possible, while the infan-
| try was fighting to his left. The morn-

eion of about 1,700 men, Including two
batterics, In an exposed position par-
tially intrenched on the Darby or Cen-
tral road. This was within four miles
of Richmond. The Unlon plckets on

fore daylight, but Col. Spear hurrled to
their assistance, and held the enemy
until 7 o'clock. About 8§ o'clock the

enemy appeared in overpow
Kautz took the precaution to send his
horses to the rear, leaving his dismount-
€l men Lo hold the intrenchments. This
depleted his force one-fourth by the
ubsence of the horse holders,

The works which they atltempted to
hold were slight and imperfect. Four
guns of the 4th Wis. Battery held the
left with the First Brigade. The Second
Brigade held an unfinished rifle pit on
the right, and with it was Battery B,
16t U. 8. Art. The extreme right was
held by Col. Samuel P. Spear, 11th Pa
Cav., who had no more than 400 men
in line when he was assalled by a force
which carrled four battle flags, When
Spesr was forced back the rest of the
line, alwo under flerce attack, had to
give way, with the artillery stunding In
poxition to the last and the dismonunted
men keening up a destructive fire as
they retired. In the rear of the posi-
tion were two swamps, thru which led
@ badly cut-up road. As the artillery
retired the leanding plece became mired
in this road, and stopped all the others,
A regiment of Confederate cavalry had

otten In the rear, and began shooting

own the artlllary horses, 80 That It wes

(Continued on page (liree.)

ing of Oct. 7 found him with his divi-|

the Cliarles Clty road were attacked be- |

ering force, |

{the holidays. There is alweys an exo-
ydus of folks the moment a session of
| Congress adjourns. They make a break
for the earllest traing, and to that ex-
|tent deplete the population in Wash-
|ington hotels and other places of en-
| tertalnment for travelers sojourning at
the Capital. The Washington hotels
|are now approaching.-the stage where
| they resemble Summer establishments

| by the sea In the waning ef ‘Autumn.

Incoming DEIIIOMIF.
| All this, of course, will ghange almost
| over night soon, when thetide of travel
| &ets Washingtonward again. There will
be & jam of people on every hand about

New Year's time, and many of them
| will be very busy sbout tesks bhig and
| little. The Democratic ackvities in this

quarter of the world wlil swing a world
of politiciang of various calibers toward
| the Capital City for a few days. Not
only will the Democratie Hepresentn-
tives-clect want o look the city over
labout the time that Demecrais are ju-
bilating In the Lyric Theater at Balti-
| more, where Andrew Jackson was nom-
Inated for the Presideney, and while
the House Democratic caucus is gath-
(ering, but there will be numerons State
and local celebrities who will want to
| “slze up” the situation and *‘learn
| what's going."” Consequently:during the
'middle dnys of Janua Washington s
likkely to resemble a National Conven-
tion City, - Baltimore, of course, in less
|than an hour's ride by rell from Wash-
|ingiow,: and visitors can readily take In
Fth:- Democraiie festvities of poth cities.

The  President will have ja
ftunity to “look oveér™. manr
| visiting Démocrats, notwith.

'fact that he 19 of the oppdiing party.
| Folks who come to Washipgon like to
jmeet the President,-and as § matier of |
fact the Prosident likes to theet pnblic|
|men who happen to be in twn. It is|
not to be expected that hebwill invita
mary nf pheon cicfpisa NesAoraty to

fUE NWRIe, Hlgtse G I pe o b
vill gihve them the Elad Lanl ap.enty

Qnti-.lnpanese Agitation.

when they troop across the threshold
of hig offices.

It happens that this Democratic mi-
gration to Raltimore and Washington
will come jurt abont the time that nu-
merous Legisletures begin ballotting for
'mited States Senautors, The fact may
deter some notables from journeving to
Baltimore and Washington and reulre
others to hasten home., The Democrats
have more or less business on hand in
electing Senators in Maine, New York,

New Jersey, West Virginin and Ohlo
richt awnay. No Senntorial primaries
biazed the way in those States, with

the exception of New Jersey, and it re-
mains to be seen whether the popular
cheice in Jerrey will land the togu.
However, after all is said, January
promises to be a big Democratic month.
It i2 the month that ushers in the New
Year, Upon the DNemocratic perform-
ances at the National Capital and at
numerous State Capltals during that
month will depend much the record
the party makes in the very important
political vear of 1%11. It has heen
much noted that these political victors
have done very little exulting In Wash-
ington or elsewhere, but Iif they got
thru 1211 withdut serious troubles they
will be warranted in trotting out all the
crowing roosters they can command,

Posianl Reforms.

The Taft Administration is likely to
be signalized for extensive postal re-
forms. The grangers from the Atlantie
States clegr thru to the Paelfle, great
industrial concerns the country over,
the patrons of the Postnl Service gen-
erally, have been identified in some
part with the agitation of a decade. It
has ail been in the direction of more
generous postal laws and more effective
service. There are men who claim
that demands for chanzges In postal
operitions, which get clorer to the
doors of the magses than any other
phase of National Government, have
had not a little to do with recent poli-
tical upheavals.

In any event the Presidont is hasten-
Ing with postal reforms and le urging
more legislation. He |s almost entirely
responsible for the postal savings banle
lnw which Congress enacted at the last
gesslon and which will be put iInto
aperation In every Stnte of the Unlon
next week. While only one postal sav-
ings bank will be established in esch
Stute for the present, it i= only a ques-
tion of time when there will be more.
The Department is proceeding slowly,
bectiusge it wishes to make no mistakes
of magnitude to discredit the law.

The President, as Is quite generally
understood, is prodding  Congress to
enact a rural parcels post ot this ses-
#lon, and there is some prospect that [t
will comply. Members of the National

Houvse all the way from Maine to Cali-|

fornla have been dropping Into the
House Committer on Post Offices and
Post Roads to ask that some provision
to this effect be put upon the Post Ofllce
approprintion bill.

The ocean mall subsidy amendments,
providing for payments to American
vesséls whalch carry mall to ports on
the southern continent, Is alsa in the
same line, altho it does not come quite

as close home to all the people as some
The,

of the aother postal innovations,
Prestdent has lately taken that matter
up vigorousiy, and a bill is being framed
by legislators in whose ability to get
favorable aotion from
Senate he has great confidence.

Then, the Post Office
Lill, the outgrowth of vears of careful

Investigation, s being considerad in the |

House, It Is a very Important measurea,

comprehensive in its scope and caleu- |

lated to make the Department a modd-
€rn busineas Institution right up to the
minute. Tt will hardly become Iaw at
this session, but it will be given such
an Impetus that {ts enactment before
the close of the President's term is
Improbable.

Foriifying the Canal,

It seems unlikely that this Congress
will vote 1o fortlfy the Panama Cana),
The opposition thereto has been Brow-
ing. It is taking the form of a popular
protest in some quarters, Senators and

tepresentatives have had small oppor-

tunity vet to measure its significance
and force. However, It will probahly
avall to postpone action,

President Taft, an advocate of forti-
fying, remmrked not long ago that noth-

ing would be lost necessarily if the
work was not begun forthwith. The
fortiications can be built any time, a

year from now or 10 years from naow.
This knowledge will encournge the of-
forls Lo postpons,

Representative Tawney, Chalrman of
House Appropriations, who was the
pioneer dissenter in Congress from the
President’s propozition, has been flood-
ed with letters and telegrams of popu-
lar approval over hig course. He has
had several invitations to make publie
nddresses on the subject, and has ac-

cepted one from the New York Peace!

Soclety, of which Andrew Carnegie Is
President. He and Representative D,
J. Foster, of Vermaont, Chalrman of the
House Committes on Foreign Relations
will be speakers at a meeting of that
goclely Jan. 13 next. Mr. Foster, too,
Is one of the opponents of fortilving,
and may bring out of his commiltes a
resolution asking the House to declare
itself on the subject.

The Vermonter holds that the United
States is alrendy committed by treaty
to the neutralization of the canal. He
belleves that we must, of course, police
the canal, and In that connection could
well keep three or four warships in that
Immediate vicinity, perbaps (wo at each
end of the cannl. “That would be defin-
ite duty for our ships of war,” savs Mr.
Foster. “Now they have no such duty
anywhere."

The Sennte seems to huve paid little
attention 1o the matter thus far, but a
numher of oppouents have sprung up
in the House., FEx-Speaker Kelfer, of
Ohio, is one of them. Representative
E. W. Roberts, of Massachusetts, an
earnest advoecate of submarine boats
came out early with a suggestion that
asmall fleet of those eralt at either end
of the canal would suffice,

Petitions of protest from peace socie-
ties and others are coming down upon
Congress. . The matter Is being made
an issue. The oppusition is alded by
the desire of the House leaders to make
& record for economy of expenditures
at this sesdion and to saddle the ax-
pense, if it must be fncurred, upon the
next Democratic Congress,

Proseenting the Electrle Trast,

AMtorney-Gienceral Wickersham Is as
goud as ready to start his prosecution
of the nso-called “Electrical Trust” He
and hils assistants will have a confer-
“nce over the action this week to per-
feot moma details in the plans, “specinlly

I8 detivn agaiust ofllciels of cenwln or

£l

the House and |

reorganization |
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Happy New Year.

|the companies under the criminal
clnuse of the Sherman anti-trust Iaw.
The sult, now In contemplatisn, is a
civil proceeding, and the charge will he
an attempt to restrain trade under cov-
. er of the patent lawg, It has not been
| declded where the sult will be filed.

t The Investigations preliminary to the
| drawing of the complzin have been un-
| der way for quite a year. These inves-
| tigations have been directed against the
Genernl  FElectrie and Westinghouse
| Electric Companies and 17 smaller cor-
| porations, which, it is claimed, are op-
| erating in conjunction with them. These
compunies all Include the mapufactor-
ers of nearly every article in vse that
is of an electrical character.

The first legal proceedings will prob-
ably be directed aguninst certain of these
minor companies in the main. The inl-
tial suit, it is8 understood, will be large-
Iy against a combination which,
alleged by the Department, controls
the prices of electric lamps, and i=
| known as the Associntion of Licensed
Manufacturers of Incandescent Electrie
Lamps. - This association is said to in-
clude the Geaneral BEleetrie and West-
inghouse Companies and the National
Electric Light Company, The divers
corporations which the Department of

do with the manufacture and sale of
such a variety of products as Insulated
wire, switehes, sockets, fans and ma-
chinery and appliances.

The directorates of these companiea
comprise numMerous very prominent men
in the business and financial world.
They include many well-known men in
New York Oity, Boston. Chicago and
Pitteburg. New York State and New
England supply a large share of the
directors of the General BEiectrie Com-
pany. The Assoclatlon of Licensed
Manufacturers of Incandescent Lamps,
it is clalmed at the Department, com-

BOt| priseg eloctrie companles (n Philadel-| MoGillicuddy, of Maine.

it Is|

Justice has been investigating have tu]

THE HOUSE DEMOCRATS.

————

Prospective Speaker Clark Trying
to Get His Party Into Good

Shape.

The House Democrats are getting
their full share of attention during
these quiet Yuletlde days at Washing-
ton., Chammp Clark, now that he is as-
sured of the Speakerahip and now thut
the election of the committees of the
| next House by the members (henmselves
lis as gvod as decided upon, has taken a
| Httle hollday trip out into the” States.
He is prosecuting his task of layving
| harmony foundations, and seems to be
making continued headway.

He wants a lot of information for the
! guidance of the mid-January caucus,
;nml he s also insisting thal the new
Democrars whao will begin thelr Con-
|

gressional service in the next House La
well taken care of. He is looking up
the records of many of these new men,
and declares that they are an unusuaily
promising aggregation. The Democrats
observed considerable cautlon in mak-
ing their Congresisonal nominations last
I.“-.;::une'r and Autumn, and to this may
| be attributed whatever success Lhey
| have attained in bringing in a list of
'capable legislators. Most landslides
hedr many men of small ability into
| Congress. Mr. Clark intends to afford
| these new legislators good opportuni-
| ties to co-operiate actively In the work
tof the House. In the list he mentlons
| such Representatives-clect as Martin
| W. Littleton, of New York, and D. J.
If the coming

|

| phia, Chlcago, Boston, St. Louis, Spring-| Speaker can have his way, such men
| fleld, Mass.: Denver, Colo.: Youngstown, as these will be given places with the
Cleveland, Ravennn, Warren, Shelby :m-i| hig N'}'mnl!leﬁs of the House, .
Niles, Ohlo, and Pittsburg. In some of| During the recess of Congress he will
| the cities mentioned there are two Visit several States for a chance to “size
| manufacturing concerng, claimed to be' 4p” some of these lawmakers with
ldentifiad with the combination. De-;whom he will have to deal for the next
!nurtmrm officinls say the control over two yvears, He [s talking harmony and
prices is absolute and that the sway of, caution on every hand, and wants to
the combination is nearly worldwide, |. nCCuUrage a sumlmenti therefor Illaa-.»k
Tl i [ among the constituencies, as well as
N Fhe .’\ntl‘ Japanese Agitation. among the Demoecrats of action in Con-
The Administration has taken stops sress
to keop the lid upon the California Leg-1®" "
| islature, which soon assembles at Sac-| The Next Ways and Means Commitiee,
| ramento, That Legislature, when it last!  No one will admit that the January
met two vears ago, promoted a deal of ' cqucus will be confronted with a slate,
Japanese mischief.  Intimations have!yye there is a strong susplelon that the
| reached Washington that it has more! pames of Demoeratie members of Wavs
afoot. The introduction ané agitation und Meaits will be pretty well deter-
of anti-Japanegé resolutions there are|mined upon in advance. It looks very
1salil to be in contemplation. much as tho Mr, Clark’s O. K. would be
There s a peculiar little kink in this| very helpful in  galning Democratic
| sitnation with reference to the Califor-! membership thereon. If It works out
| nia delezation in Congress.  Its '““"l'it!mt way, he will have the nucleus of
bers have heen more or less responsive! g organization stamped with caucus
to the anti-Japanese sentiment on the approval, and will have proceeded far

| coast, and heretofore have co-operated
|reluctantly with the White House in
repressing the Legislature.
yvear the California members are trying
to keep the agitators in the Legislature
qulet. It is understood that R. B. Hale,
@ big merchant of San Francisco and
Sacramento, who has been in Washing-
|ton as a Panama Exposition boomer,
| has hurried back home to warn the
State legisiators,

A Japanese agitation at this juncture
would cause no little resentment in
Congress, where the coast people are
[\‘iﬂhtlng n hard battle agninst New Or-
leans for the Expesition. All this plavs
|into the hands of the Administration.
| The constant discussion of the Japanesa|
sitnation is much deprecated at Wash-
| ington, because it keeps an unpleasant
gubject alive. Freguent assertions about
unfriendliness between the two Nations,
however unfounded these may be, In-
flames public sentiment both in the
nited States and in Japan.

Tnese asscrtions also make all the

toward inaugurating his term as Speak-
er auspiciously, for that committee can

But this|then be depended upon, to some extent

at least. 10 consult and co-operate with
him in fromiing the tariff program.

AMr. Clurk’s victory would be all the
more pronounced in that regard if the
Demoeratic caucus decldes to make the
Ways and Means Demoerats its Com=-
mittee on Committees. However, his
efforts to keep in close personal touch
with the forces that govern the Demo-
cratle cauncus are caleulated to make
for friendly co-operation with all the
House committees. If he suceceeds In
this his success may be very pro-
nounced. A Speaker naming his own
committees of the House Invariably
causes many disappointments,. Mem-
hers who de not get what they had set
their hearts upon getting often become
maleontents, and as their numbers grow
become more or less of a menace to
the organization.

Just mow, as he himself puts it, he
is deing his best to prevent any row In

mors difficult negotiations which must
be condicted between the two coun-
tries in the next few years, They also |
pile up difficulties In adjusting matters
amicably should any serious crisis arise. |
A new commercial treaty between this
country and Japan must be framed
SOOT. It is very desirable that this
waork shonld be done during an inter-!
national calm on the Paclile.  Theral
are great commercial Interests at stake
in that quarter of the world, and the
State Department will have ail it can
do to mnake treaty arrangements that
will be satisfactory to the shipping and
the commercinl world,

There are half a dozen Pacific Coast
and. Intermountain State Legislatures
that bave to be taken by the collar
whenever the lawmakers at Sacramento
Ustart something™ against the Japanese,
Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming
and Idaho are very svmpathetie, and
some of thode States are ready to “fol-
T 12 hehind California in fulminating
agiiist Lhe “yeluw peddin”

jat Baltimore,

the Democratic eaucus. The date of

|Jan. 19 was apparently fixed with ref-

erence to the big Democratie powwow
The House leaders never
were very enthusiastic about the Mary-
land affalr. They feared it might pro-
voke discord and emphasize differences.
It was made less formidable when the
decision was reached to designate it an
occasion of jubilation rather than of
conference. On top of that the date
for the House cancus was fixed for two
days later, and its operations will
mononolize public attention in all prob-
ability. The Balttmore affalr, if it
shoulil  prove unsuccesstul, will be
speedily forgotten,

The Democratic Lientenants,

With all the current comment and
gossip about the activities of the Demo-
crats In preparation for their control
of the House, there has bee® much in-
ferest o discern who would be the
Speaker’s leading lieutenante, Under
any system of House rulss there



